
 
 

 

Next month, we’ll celebrate the 500th anniversary of the Protestant Reformation, whose catalytic moment came 

on October 31, 1517, when a monk named Martin Luther supposedly nailed 95 Theses to the door of a church in 

Wittenberg, Germany. Although this act had all the drama of posting a memo in the faculty lounge inviting colleagues 

to a debate, it had the effect of launching a revolution that forever changed the face of Christianity. 

Part of Luther’s power lay in his use of words, which he used both for good and ill. When he was at his most 

polemical, Luther could say things about the pope that cannot be put into print. He would dismiss the rite of 

confirmation as “mumbo-jumbo” and “monkey business.” But he also translated the Bible into German so Germans 

could read the Bible for themselves. And he once preached that the church is a “mouth house, not a pen house.” By 

that, Luther meant that the Christian Church is a place for preaching the Word, teaching the Word, baptizing with the 

Word, announcing forgiveness by the Word–oral activities, not written ones. 

I write this (“pen house”) to encourage us in our practice of being a “mouth house.” As a church, we are 

engaged in preaching and teaching God’s Word. We baptize and announce forgiveness according to God’s Word. We 

are also involved in something called Holy Conversations, a process of speaking and listening to God and to each 

other in order to discern God’s call and our mission.  

For several months, a small group of people has met together for prayer, study, and conversation to begin a 

process of spiritual discernment about who we are as God’s people and what it is God might be calling us to do. We 

have sought to answer questions about our identity, our neighbors, our gifts, our challenges, and our dreams. The 

members of this small group have grown in their care for and trust in each other as we have “spoken the truth in love” 

(Eph. 4:15) and dared to dream about what God may be wanting this congregation to do.  

We are at the point where it is time to involve the entire congregation in our conversation. Soon you will begin 

to see questions and themes posted in the sanctuary (and elsewhere) that invites you to respond. (I assure you, it is 

okay to draw on the walls–as long as you use the paper provided!). Together we want to answer the questions, Who 

are we? Who are our neighbors? To what is God calling us? The discussion will happen not only in church (literally), but 

as the church scattered in homes and small groups and church meetings. The Holy Conversations team will help guide 

the dialog, collect the answers, assess the data, and begin to articulate a sense of how we think God is speaking to us, 

calling us to mission and ministry. 

Let’s talk. After all, we’re a mouth house! 
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Reverend Dr. Charles Aaron 

To Preach to Cochran Chapel  

Sunday, September 3rd 

The Rev. Dr. Charles L. Aaron, Jr., will be 

preaching in worship at Cochran Chapel on 

Sunday, September 3. A long-time friend of 

Rev. Jeff’s, Dr. Aaron pursued a career in 

counseling prior to receiving the call to 

ordained ministry. He earned the M.Div. from 

Perkins and a Ph.D. in Old Testament from 

Union Theological Seminary in Virginia. 

Chuck has served as a youth director, 

chaplain intern in a psychiatric hospital, 

minister to Lambuth College, interim pastor 

of Presbyterian and Disciples of Christ 

churches, and pastor of churches throughout 

the North Texas Conference. He has written 

or edited seven books, authored numerous 

articles and book chapters, and presented at 

a variety of church and academic gatherings. 

Chuck recently started working as the 

associate director of the intern program at 

Perkins, where he helps guide students 

through their internship experiences. His 

sermon, “Disorganized Religion” will use 

Moses’ experience at the burning bush to 

explore how we live out religious experiences. 

To learn more about Dr. Aaron, check out his 

CV at: 

http://www.smu.edu/-/media/Site/Perkins/PDF/People/Charles-Aaron-cv-2017.ashx 



 

  

 

United Methodist Commission On Relief: 

UMCOR in Action 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  

With you, I have watched the images and heard some of the stories coming out of southeast Texas in the 

aftermath of Hurricane Harvey. The extent of the damage is mind-boggling. The land and its people will be 

dealing with this event for years to come. 

Those of us with family and friends in the region want to help. Those of us who know that our neighbor is 

anyone who is in need want to help. Those of us who have generous hearts and willing spirits want to help. 

There are several ways we can help: 

1. Pray. Pray for those directly affected by the storm, who have lost homes, businesses, neighborhoods, 

pets, and/or a sense of safety. Pray for those responding to the storm: emergency personnel, government 

officials, church groups and relief organizations. Pray for those who are seeking answers to profound 

questions. 

2. Give. Financial gifts are incredibly helpful. The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) is 

currently working with disaster coordinators and early response teams to provide relief to the many victims 

of hurricane/tropical storm Harvey. UMCOR will still be in the region long after the news trucks have left. 

You can donate to UMCOR at https://www.northtexasumc.org/donate/. 

3. Share. Many of Harvey's victims have relocated to Dallas and are currently being sheltered at Walnut Hill 

Recreation Center, just north of the church. They have an immediate need for these items: 

bug spray     socks and underwear (new) 

baby wipes     Mens and womens shirts and shorts  all sizes) 

diapers     Mens and womens sweatshirts and sweatpants (all sizes) 

bath towels     Children’s sweat pants and sweatshirts (all sizes) 

If you will bring these items to the church, I will take them to the shelter. 

4.  Donate. Donate ONLY those items requested. 

5.  Wait. Please wait for an invitation to volunteer. 

Cochran Chapel has a heart as big as Texas. I know we will show our love for fellow Texans in incredibly 

generous ways. 

Thank you for being the faithful people of God that you are. 

 

Jeff 
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COCHRAN KITCHEN SETS RECORD 

 

On July 26th Cochran Kitchen hosted 77 guests 

who were served 175 meals. Seventeen guests 

enjoyed refreshing showers, 40 bus passes were 

given and 50 Bags of Grace were distributed 

along with dozens of items of clothing. 

Volunteers are always welcome (see “Volunteer 

Opportunities”). 

          

NDSM September Need: 

Peanut Butter                   

in Plastic Containers 

North Dallas Shared Ministries needs peanut 

butter (any kind or texture) in plastic containers. 

Plastic jars of peanut butter can be left in the 

containers under the North Dallas Shared 

Ministries sign in our atrium.  

If donating by check, please write the check to 

CCUMC with the notation “for NDSM” on the 

memo line or you can donate online, 

www.cochranchapel.org    

Let’s see how many jars of peanut butter we can 

collect! 

                          

SEPTEMBER MISSION:   

 

  

 

 

CCUMC’s Mission of the Month is the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR). 

UMCOR’s Mission Statement succinctly states the committee’s goals: Compelled by Christ to be 

a voice of conscience on behalf of all the people called Methodist, UMCOR works globally to 

alleviate human suffering and advance hope and healing. 

UMCOR provides assistance in 80 countries, including the United States. Humanitarian relief is 

provided to those caught in war, conflict, or natural disasters and who otherwise would not be 

able to recover on their own. UMCOR not only provides emergency help, but also offers long-

term education, training and support to many communities. For more information go to 

www.umcor.org    

 If donating by check, please write the check to CCUMC with the notation “for UMCOR” in 

the memo line or you can donate online,    

Thank you for helping. 

 



  

SUMMARY OF AUGUST  

COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

 

Finance Committee – The church’s operating 

budget is on track, in large part because our utility 

costs have been less than budgeted. Money was 

approved to pay for painting the exterior of Cochran 

Chapel. The sale of the west-end property should be 

finalized by the end of this year. Discussion 

continues whether some money from this sale 

should be paid to our Conference. The budget for 

2018 will not be finalized until this property sale is 

finalized.  

 

Board of Trustees – The Board voted to have the 

sanctuary painted before the October 22nd Historical 

Recognition Celebration. Three AC units need to be 

repaired or replaced. The condenser in the unit 

cooling our Atrium will be replaced as soon as 

possible. The two AC units in the Education Building 

will be replaced next spring. Discussions continue 

with a private preschool to use CCUMC’s Education 

Building as a Day Care. This school has asked a 

representative from the state to visit CCUMC for a 

walk-through inspection, which should happen this 

month. Lynn Bickley and Will Smith are working to 

create a plaque that details all CCUMC’s Historical 

Designations. Both that plaque and the 530th UMC 

Historical Marker are to be placed near our church’s 

front entry; between the pecan tree and the 

Education Building. Dates of church’s October 

garage sale are yet to be determined.  

 

      

September VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

Back-up Editor – The Cochran Chronicle: Our Life 

Together, needs a volunteer back-up editor. 

Please call the church office 214-352-4889 or 

email office@cochranchapel.org  to volunteer. 

Cochran Kitchen – volunteers needed to set up, 

serve guests, chat with guests and clean up. The 

next dinner is September 27. For more 

information, please contact the church office at 

214-352-4889 or email  

office@cochranchapel.org   

3:00 to 4:00 PM – “dress” tables, place 

condiments4:00 to 5:00 PM – set up stations 

(shower, clothing, drinks, greeting); wash fruit,                

wrap flatware with napkins 

5:00 to 5:30 PM – Greet, talk with and listen to 

guests 

5:30 to 7:00 PM (or until food runs out) – serve 

meals, listen to/talk with guests 

6:30 PM until Meaders has been cleaned up 

Organizer for 2nd Sunday of the Month Pot 

Luck Lunches – Volunteer needed to oversee 

set-up and clean-up for 2nd Sunday of the 

Month pot luck lunches (approximately six per 

year). Will help ensure flatware, napkins, and 

water are available. Please call the church office 

214-352-4889 or email office@cochranchapel.org  

to volunteer. 

 



 

Cochran House 

 

   

Greetings from Cochran House 

 

As school year kicks into high gear, Cochran House is also revving up for a great Fall semester!               

Justin, Macie, Rebecca, and I are all thrilled to be together again this year, and continue growing into our 

identity as a community. One of the ways we will feed our growth is through an in-depth study of our      

Rule of Life called Abide. Our Rule of Life guides the spiritual, logistical, and ministerial life of the house,   

both as individuals and as a community.  

The Rule of Life centers around the five aspects of the Christian life named in the membership vows of the 

United Methodist Church: Prayers, Presence, Gifts, Service and Witness. Through Abide, we will examine each 

of these points separately and conclude by reflecting on how our lives are guided by the Rule of Life, as a 

whole. In upcoming months, we will share with you some of our reflections as we move through Abide. We 

welcome your questions or dialogue if you wish to engage with us in this journey. Also, we look forward to 

seeing you at Community Meal on Monday evenings at 7:00 PM. 

Many blessings, 

Lisa Hancock 

Co-House Steward 

Cochran House 

 

                                           



       
 

 

 

 

 

 

September 6 – Louise Smith 

September 8 – Willian Knight 

September 9 – Evelyn Goldman 

September 11 – Dawn Anders 

September 19 – McKaleb Stone 

September 21 – Julie Lowry 

September 22 – Carnell Hall 

September 28 – David Sutcliffe 

CALENDAR AT A GLANCE – SEPTEMBER 

CHURCH OFFICES CLOSED September 4 for Labor Day. 

Knitwits –  meets Tuesdays, 1:00 to 3:00 PM; Brown Bag lunch 12:00 noon, Fellowship Hall: September 5 

(meeting this one time only in 2nd floor classroom, Education Building), 12, 19, 26. 

Chancel Choir rehearsals –  meets every Wednesday, 7:00 PM, Choir Room. Fall schedule begins September 

6, 13, 20, 27. 

Potluck Lunch – offered second Sunday of the month, meets in Fellowship Hall right after Worship Service: 

September 10. 

Finance Committee – meets the third Tuesday of the month, 6:00 PM, September 19. 

Board of Trustees – meets the third Tuesday of the month, 6:45 PM, September 19. 

Deadline for The Cochran Chronicle: Our Life Together -- September 25 is the last day information can be 

submitted to be included in our October newsletter. Either email office@cochranchapel.org with your 

information or leave a hardcopy of your text in the church office with contact information should there be 

questions. Thank you. 

Cochran Kitchen – offered last Wednesday of the month, opens 5:00 PM, Meaders Hall: September 27.  

Reading Group – meets fourth Thursday of the month, 2:00 PM to 4:00 PM, Fellowship Hall: September 28. 

 

           

 

Cochran Chapel  welcomes  

Margo Cummings  

to our congregation! 



        
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                

 

 

 

 



THANK YOU!! 

Georgia Nichols for donating knitting items (needles, yarn and other “gadgets” to help 

KnitWits create Prayer Shawls, baby blankets, baby caps, etc.) Many items belonged to 

her mother. The KnitWits appreciate Georgia’s generosity. 

Jim and Martha Dempsey for coordinating meals for VBS; for slicing and dicing 

veggies, for browning meat, for rounding up the most delicious cookies and for 

otherwise helping make VBS for adults extra enjoyable (and tasty). 

Chris and Danielle Voss for recording Pastor Jeff’s sermons every Sunday. 

Chris Tuveng, who quietly works behind the scenes to support us. 

Beth Knight and her son Daniel for transporting 50 Bags of Grace from the 2nd floor 

Education Building to Meaders Hall after they, Karen Watts and Jeri Cerwinske filled 

them with non-perishable food items. 

  

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 

Nursery: 9:00 AM; RM 100 for children 3 years of 

age and younger. 

Children’s Sunday School: 9:00 AM: Class meets 

on 1st floor of Education Building for children ages 

4 years of age and older. 

Open Door: 9:00 AM in RM 201: Led by Neil Bickley. 

All adults are welcome. 

Seekers: 9:00 AM in RM 203: Led by Pastor Jeff. 

Class is studying Mark’s Gospel. All adults are 

welcome.            

Save the Dates 

October 8 – 6:00 p.m. Charge Conference at 

Spring Valley UMC 

October ??? – Garage Sale, Meaders Hall 

October 22 – 200th Birthday Celebration for 

Nancy Jane Cochran & Dedication of the 

530th United Methodist Church Historical 

Marker 

November 4 – An Evening in Italy, featuring 

food and music, sponsored by CCUMC’s 

Chancel Choir. 

December 3 – Hanging of the Greens during 

Worship Service 

December 16 – Christmas Cantata 

 


